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Change is ahead for the linked parishes of Eddleston, Peebles 
Old, Stobo and Drumelzier.  Eddleston and Peebles Old have 
been linked since 1977 and 2021 brought the additional linking 
of Stobo and Drumelzier.  This is a new chapter in the history of 
each of our three parishes and we are all committed to making a 
successful and fulfilling new linking. 
 
Due to the retirement of our previous minister we wish to 
appoint a new minister to lead us. Much has already changed in 
our churches in the past year as congregations have learned to 
adapt and adjust to the impacts of Covid-19.  We know the path 
ahead will be one of change which must be embraced by us all.  
Life will never be quite the same and neither will our churches, 
but we recognise this is also a time of opportunity.  It is an 
opportunity for a new minister and the three congregations to 
journey together in faith, hope and fellowship in order to make 
our churches relevant to the needs of today.   
 
That there are challenges ahead is clear.  That our next minister 
will be supported on the journey forward, is a promise. That the 
three congregations wish to develop, under clear leadership, 
what it means to be a church of today, is our desire.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving Forward 
Together 



 
 
The Village 
 

The village of Eddleston is situated 5 miles north of Peebles on the 
main Edinburgh road. It is a developed rural community with a 
mixture of modern and traditional housing, provided by both 

private and council houses. It is served by an excellent bus service between Galashiels and Edinburgh. The population 
of the Parish is approximately 550. Many residents are employed by Edinburgh companies and institutions and either 
commute to the city or work from home. As well as a church, the village has a modern purpose built primary school, 
with pupils travelling to Peebles for their secondary 
education. There is also a village hall in which many 
community activities and events are held. Eddleston has two 
parks, one which offers a full football pitch and the other, a 
smaller one, with play equipment for children. 
 

Eddleston has a variety of local organisations including a 
Curling club, a Horticultural Society, a Ladies’ group, a 
Carpet Bowling Club, an Out of School Club, Book Club and 
a very active Community Council. Eddleston Children’s  
 

Entertainment Committee organises and runs events, 
including an annual fancy dress parade and village sports 
day, for the children of the Parish. 
 
Congregational Outreach 
 

Over the years Eddleston Parish Church has introduced 
many outreach initiatives in the community. The creation of 
a local choir, The Eddleston Voices, has brought together many different people from the local area to enjoy choral 
singing.  The choir holds regular events, through which it contributes financially to the church. It also raises money for 
charity. Another very successful initiative has been the” Bite and Blether” weekly lunches in the village hall.  Bacon 
rolls, cakes, teas and coffees are served while people get together for a good “blether”. This has proved very popular 
and attracts many locals and visitors on a regular basis.  A monthly “Chat in the Hat” discussion group is held through 
the winter. The most recent outreach initiative has been a fortnightly craft group. The Church and Community Council 
both support Café Conversations which is a new community initiative to support people who are dealing with dying, 
death and grief. There have been two Covid- compliant village events so far, and when allowed, a monthly café will 
open in the village hall to enable face to face conversations.   
 

Eddleston 



 
The village has a lively and popular local pub and restaurant, The Horseshoe. Its owners are very supportive of church 
projects and sponsor The Voices in many of their concerts. Similar support of the church is also received from the local 
hotel, The Barony Castle, which is home to The Great Polish relief 
Map of Scotland. 
 
The Church 
 
Eddleston Parish Church serves the village and a large surrounding 
area, extending to Peebles in the South and Leadburn in the North. 
The church building itself has an historic background and has one of 
the oldest bells in Scotland. The bell and bell tower were recently 

renovated and restored after village 
fund raising and a Lottery grant. A 
few years ago The Kirk session was 
granted permission to take out a few 
pews in the church to enable a 
Fellowship area to be created. This has proved to be an extremely beneficial asset to 
the church. The Fellowship area is used to host refreshments before and after some 
services. It is an ideal meeting place for the Kirk Session, hospitality is provided in this 
area after any concerts or musical events that are held in the church. The Chat in the 
Hat group meets there for its discussion evenings and the craft group works together 
there. Eddleston Voices rehearse weekly in the church and once a month host a social 
time in the Fellowship area when choir members can spend time getting to know each 
other better.  The local community council has also holds some of its monthly meetings 
in this area. 
 

A more recent alteration has been the dismantling of the pulpit and the creation, by a 
village craftsman, of a smaller “preaching booth”. This has been very well received by 
ministers and the congregation and provides a more flexible use of the chancel area.  
 

The minister acts as chaplain to the village primary school. There has always been a 
very close tie between the church and school and the present new head teacher is 
continuing this strong working relationship with the church. Special school services are  
held in the church at various times throughout the year and the minister is also invited 
to lead assemblies at school on a regular basis.  
 



  
 

The church currently has a Kirk Session of 8 elders and a 
congregational roll of 93. There are also a number of adherents 
who attend and participate in services, as well as helping with 
church led local initiatives. Although our church is supported in 
many ways by the community, like many small rural parishes, we 
have experienced falling attendance numbers over the years. At 
present we have an average Sunday congregation of 15 to 20 
people. The constant challenge for us all is to find ways of 
encouraging people to join in worship on a more regular basis.  
Services, which will now be held at 11.30 on Sunday mornings, 
are normally led by the Minister, with the lessons being read by 
members of the congregation.  

 

The church has a two- manual and pedal pipe organ, with praise being taken from CH4. There is also a Steinway 
upright piano in the chancel area. 
   

The sacrament of Communion is celebrated three times a year, in March, June and November. On Easter Sunday an 
8am service is held in the village orchard followed by breakfast at The Horseshoe. In May a service is held in the 
village hall to mark Christian Aid week and this is followed by a “Soup and Sweet” lunch, with all proceeds going to 
Christian Aid. A similar Harvest service, with lunch, is held at the beginning of October. Christmas is celebrated with a 
community Carol Evening hosted by “The Voices” and also with a family Christmas Eve Service in which The Voices 
also participate. The Ministers, elders and congregation of Eddleston Parish Church have always shared a real desire to 
reach out to the community, regardless of faith or personal belief, in an effort to make the church the heart of the 
village. 



 
 
The Town 
 
Peebles, set in beautiful countryside, straddles the River Tweed. 
The town has a long history having been a Royal Burgh since the 

reign of King David 1 in the twelfth century and was the county town of Peeblesshire. The population of the town 
approaches 10,000. For many years the main provider of employment was textile manufacture but now the town is 
largely residential with many people commuting to Edinburgh 23 miles to the north. The town is well served by 2 
supermarkets as well as a variety of smaller independent shops and has a range of amenities. The parish includes a 
landward area. 
 
Education is catered for at a high school and three primary schools, one of 
which is for Roman Catholic children. One of the non denominational primary 
schools, Kingsland, is no more than five minutes’ walk from the manse. 
 
Recreation is well provided for. This includes golf, cricket, tennis, rugby, 
football and cycling at nearby Glentress. There is a swimming pool in the town. 
Members of the local curling club travel to an ice rink in Edinburgh. 
 
Arts lovers can enjoy concerts arranged at the Eastgate Theatre. There are 

several local choirs including Peebles Singers 
and Inchorus and many arts groups including 
Nomad Beat, Peebles Players and Music in 
Peebles. 
 
In June the good folk of Peebles enjoy the 
Beltane Festival Week during which a number 
of events take place. The most important of 
these are the Riding of the Marches, led by 
the Cornet with a large number of mounted 
supporters, and the Crowning of the Beltane 
Queen who is a Primary 7 girl from one of the 
local schools. The installation of the Cornet 
and crowning of the Queen take place on the 
Parish Church steps. 

 

Peebles 
 



 
Parish History 
 

The congregation can trace its origin to the 6th. Century when a church was erected by St. Mungo. A second church, 
dedicated to St. Andrew in 1195, occupied the same site. The tower still stands in what is now the town’s cemetery. At 
the reformation in 1560 the congregation moved to the Cross Kirk where, in 1473, James III had founded the 
Monastery of the Order of the Trinity Friars. This building was abandoned in 1783 because of its ruinous condition and 
a new one built on the site of the present one which dates from 1887 and occupies a prominent position at the west 
end of the High Street. The church tower has as carillon of 13 bells, 
most commonly played prior to public worship, as well as the town 
clock.  
 

Peebles Old has been linked with Eddleston since 1977. Stobo and 
Drumelzier have recently been added to the linking. The members of 
the congregation have overwhelmingly voted in favour of this change.  
 
Worship at Peebles Old 
 

Worship takes place at 10 a.m. on Sunday and at 6 p.m. on the last 
Sunday of the month. The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated 
on the last Sunday of January, April and October. There is a short 
order of the sacrament after the service of the Word on the other 
months of the year. There is a brief daily service at 10 a.m. Monday to 
Saturday led by members and friends of the congregation. Holy Week 
worship takes place on the evenings of Maundy Thursday, when Holy 
Communion is celebrated, and Good Friday. The coming of Christmas 
is marked by a service of Nine Lessons and Carols with readers drawn from the wider community and a notable 
contribution from the choir. 
 

Worship, normally, is led by the minister with members of the congregation reading the lessons. Music is provided by 
the Organist and a robed choir of 20 voices. There is a printed order of service with the words of hymns, usually from 
CH4, shown on screens which are also used to provide visual aids. Congregational worship tends to follow a traditional 
pattern and, for a number of years, has been based on the lectionary published in the Church of Scotland Book of 
Common Order.  
 

School services take place in the church: the primary schools at Christmas and the High School at Christmas as well as 
Easter. 
 
 



 
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic weekly services have been available online. At Christmas there was a service of Lessons 
and Carols and during Holy Week daily reflections. These have been well received locally and much further afield. 
There are monthly evening services and material is being provided for private devotion.  
 
Music is alive and well at Peebles Old, and this has been demonstrated through the leadership of our Organist and 
Director of Music. The choir currently meets weekly over Zoom enabling the choir to contribute to our online services 
by singing virtually, providing hymns, introits and anthems. The Festival of Lessons and Carols and Holy Week Services 
are great examples of what has been accomplished online. We are fortunate to have a 
voluntary technical team which makes this all possible.  
 
In addition to recorded services each Sunday, an archive of previous services can be 
accessed at www.peeblesoldonline. 
 
There is a fine 3 manual and pedal pipe organ which provides music to enhance the 
services, organ recitals and concerts. Many eminent guests, including Dr John Kitchen 
(Edinburgh City Organist), have given recitals. A performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion is 
planned for Holy Week 2022. 
 
From time to time Sunday morning worship takes the form of café-style “Breakfast 
Church” in the halls. Every Sunday refreshments are served in the hall after morning 
worship. 
 
SHARE is open to everyone and is a friendship group for adults with learning disabilities 
which offers an opportunity to explore the Christian faith and “share” the Good News 
about Jesus in a supportive and fun-filled environment. 
 

There is a very active ecumenical team of Bellringers operating the Carillon Bells in the 
tower before services and on special occasions. Our own ringers are joined by others 
from different churches in the town and have maintained weekly bellringing throughout 
the Covid pandemic. A talented Flower Committee in addition to providing floral 
arrangements for weekly services, arranges great displays at Christmas, Easter and 
Harvest Thanksgiving. There is a monthly magazine which is normally distributed to 
every household in the congregation but at present is available online. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Outreach from Peebles Old 
 

Peebles has other churches which include a Church of Scotland congregation linked with Lyne and Manor, a Scottish 
Episcopal Church, a Baptist Church, an Evangelical Church and a Roman Catholic Church. There is a local Council of 
Churches which organises, among other things, Christian Aid Week. 
 

World Mission of late has taken the form of enthusiastic support for Mary’s Meals Back-pack 
Project. Our Ordained Local Minister, who is with us presently part time, has given fascinating 
reports of visits to Lebanon and Malawi. These contacts could be developed.  Our Presbytery 
of Melrose and Peebles is linked with the Zomba Presbytery in Malawi, CCAP (Church of 
Central Africa Presbytery) and she accompanied a Presbytery visit in 2019 to strengthen 
these relationships between the two Presbyteries. 
 

There is a suite of halls attached to the church which are well used during the week by 
community groups and youth organisations including Girl Guide Companies and a Mother & 
Toddlers group. On Friday mornings bacon rolls are available to the community in the hall. 
 

The Kirk Session has obtained funding for a group called “Meet and Make” which enables 
people to come together to engage in handcraft. Latterly it has been appreciated particularly 
by those living with dementia and their carers and during lockdown these activities have been 
shared through a fortnightly postal craft activity sheet and newsletter now reaching over 80 
on the mailing list.  Coupled with weekly telephone calls from a small group of volunteers, this has provided vital 
pastoral support for the many suffering from enforced isolation during Covid and uptake has expanded significantly. 
 

We have been accredited as an Eco Congregation for some years and we now have an enthusiastic and energetic 
Coordinator who has helped maintain contact with members of the congregation and wider parish during the pandemic, 
through Covid compliant distribution of household plants and a newsletter. 
 

Dovecot Court is a housing association facility for assisted living.  The minister, on a shared rota with others in the 
town, conducts regular worship and has an active ministry there for residents.  
 

There is no Sunday School at present although a Ten O’Clock club ran for a number of years and it is hoped that this 
can be revived after lockdown. Nor is there provision for teenagers. For adults there are study groups at Advent and 
Lent. 
 

Pastoral Care is provided by the Minister, elders and the Guild of Friendship which was set up in the 1950s to make 
regular visits to elderly and housebound members of the congregation. Members of the congregation are encouraged 
to alert the minister to the need for home and hospital visits and if home Communion is requested. Elders visit 
members of the congregation prior to January, April and October Communion services. 
 



 
Our Finances 
 

Finances are in order although an increase in congregational liberality is needful. In 2020 there was a sizeable deficit of 
£22,234, considerably exacerbated by the effects of Covid-19 and the inability to collect Free Will Offerings at church 
services. The deficit has been met from reserves and in the current year it has been possible to collect a significant 
amount of the past year’s offerings. It is also intended to hold special events, with a view to reaching a balanced 
budget this year. Peebles Old is self-supporting and makes a sizeable contribution to M & M which for 2021 is £55,841. 
Stewardship Programmes, in all three kinds, have been mounted in the past although there is not one ongoing at 
present. 
 

Government of Peebles Old is by the minister and 27 elders adhering to the unitary constitution. The number of 
communicants on the roll is 374. The average weekly attendance prior to lockdown was 50-70. 
 
 

Further Information 
 

For further information please see our comprehensive website www.topcop.org.uk The website, in operation for some 
years, has been expanded during the Covid-19 pandemic to provide a raft of information covering a range of current 
activities. This, as mentioned earlier, includes weekly online services as well as special services marking important 
points in the Christian Year. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.topcop.org.uk/


 

 
The Local Area 
 

The parishes of Stobo and Drumelzier were united in 1951 and include 
some of the most beautiful stretches of the Tweed Valley.  
 

Stobo Castle Health Farm and the Dawyck Botanic Garden are now the main 
employers. 
 

The Churches 
 

Parts of Stobo Kirk date from the 12th century and it is one of the oldest churches in Scotland still in regular use.   
 

Services are held every Sunday at 11.30 and we are fortunate to have an excellent organist and some very competent 
musicians in the congregation. 
 

Drumelzier Kirk dates from the 13th century.  Services are held at Christmas, Easter and on Remembrance Sunday.  It 
is available for weddings and funerals. 
  

The Congregation 
 
There are some 90 households in the parish and a 
magazine is delivered to every house. There are currently 
around 50 active members, some of whom come from 
outwith the parish.  There are another 20 or so whom we 
see less regularly but are always very welcome. 
 

Members of the congregation have previously been a part 
of a Worship Workshop, taking complete services, allowing 
a regular Sunday service every week. 
 

The church finances are strong and regular support is 
given to the Peeblesshire Food Bank.  Musical events are 
held most years in the church and members of the 
congregation hold regular monthly coffee mornings in 
Stobo Village Hall.   
 

Stobo and 
Drumelzier 

 



 
 
Strong links have already been formed between the Parish 
of Stobo and Drumelzier and the Parish of Eddleston.  
Before the lockdown, members of both congregations had 
worked together to plan a music and flower festival. 
   

Visitors and new members of our congregation are always 
given a warm welcome. 
 



 
  
 
Built in 1990, the manse is in 
Peebles, has 2 public rooms, a 
study and five bedrooms, one of 
which is en-suite. There is 
central heating, a double garage 
and a garden. It is in a 
development of 7 villas 5 
minutes’ walk from the church 
and High Street. It is also close 
to Hay Lodge Park and the 
burgh’s western boundary.  
 
Across the road from the manse 
is Hay Lodge health centre and 
hospital. Most serious medical 
conditions are referred to 
Borders General Hospital near 
Melrose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manse…your home. 
 



 
 

 
We hope this profile has sparked your interest. That there are exciting 
challenges ahead is acknowledged. We are looking for leadership to 
expand our potential and further develop our congregational life under a 
wise, compassionate and inspiring ministry. 

 
 
We are seeking a minister who, as 
well as being enthusiastic and 
competent in the conduct of public 

worship, enjoys meeting and working with a variety of people of all ages in the church and in the community.  
 
We look to a deepening of the spiritual strength of our congregations and to further developing outreach. We also wish 
to have a minister who relishes a challenge. 
 
In this connection it should be noted that, (as permitted in terms of Act 1 of 2015), the Kirk Session has resolved, 
after two secret ballots, to depart from the Church’s position on Candidates in Same Sex Marriages and Civil 
Partnerships. The Presbytery plan is for a seven-year reviewable charge. 
 
 

 
 
All expressions of interest should be directed in the first 
instance to: 
 
Jane Gillham 
8 Gallowhill 
Peebles 
EH45 9BG 
01721 720910 
07993148285 
kirkvacancy@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

Whom are we seeking? 
 

Whom to contact 
 

Conclusion 



 

Registered charities:  
Eddleston SC010081  
Peebles SC013316  
Stobo & Drumelzier SC001866 
 


